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N o r t h
W e s t
W a t e r
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
6 th  Novem ber, 1978
To: Members o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee:
(M essrs T .A .F . B arn es  (C h a irm an );
J . S .  B a i le y ;  T .A . B la c k le d g e ;  F . B u rg e ss ;
J.M . C r o f t ;  E .P . E cro y d ; T.M. F a r r e r ;
J .H . F e l l ;  W .F. H obson; R .D . H oughton;
Wm McKenna; R .A . P a r k in ;  L .B . W illia m s ;
M rs. D. W ilso n ; Mr. G. W ilso n ; and th e  
C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  (G. M ann); 
and th e  V ice  C hairm an o f  th e  A u tho r i t y  
(J .A . F o s t e r ) ( e x  o f f i c i o ) ) .
D ear Member,
A m ee tin g  Of th e  REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE w i l l  
be h e ld  a t  2 .1 5  p .m . on MONDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER, 1978 , in  th e  
BOARD ROOM a t  DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  
th e  fo l lo w in g  b u s in e s s .
Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,
G. W. SHAW,
D ir e c to r  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n
A G E N D A
1. A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e .
2 . M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  ( p r e v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d ) .
3 . P ro c e e d in g s  o f  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittees .
A. S ou th  and W est C um berland  -  1 6 th  O c to b e r , 1978 .
[Recom m endations in  th e  fo llo w in g  M in u te s :
8 . Keep N e ts  ( t o  be c o n s id e r e d  u n d er I te m  8 
o f  th e  A g en d a ).
12 . F i s h e r i e s  In fo r m a t io n  P u b l i c a t i o n  ( t o  be
c o n s id e re d  u n d e r I te m  No. 9 o f  th e  A g en d a)] .
-2-
B. Eden and District - 17th October, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
8. Keep Nets (to be considered under Item 
No. 8 of the Agenda).
11. Fisheries Information Publication (to 
be considered under Item No.9 of the 
Agenda)]
C. South Lancashire - 18th October, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
8. Keep Nets (to be considered under Item 
No. 8 of the Agenda).
9. Report on the Effect of Barnoldswick STM 
on Stock Beck and the River Ribble.
10. Stocks Reservoir - Public Access, Angling 
and Nature Conservation (to be considered 
under Item No. 10 of the Agenda).
12. Worthington Reservoirs - Future Fishing Policy.
15. Fisheries Information Publications (to be
considered under Item No. 9 of the Agenda)]
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness - 24th October, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
5. Salmon Propagation in England and Wales 
(to be considered under Item No. 7 of the 
Agenda).
7. Keep Nets (to be considered under Item 
No. 8 of the Agenda)]
E. Mersey and Weaver - 25th October, 1978.
[Recommendation in Minute No. 7: Keep Nets'
(to be considered under Item No. 8 of the
Agenda)]
4. Membership of the Committee - Death of Mr. P.W. Jennings.
5. Appointment of Fishery Representative to Mersey and
Weaver Land Drainage Committee.
6. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
7. Salmon Propagation in England and Wales.
8. Keep Nets
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9. Fisheries Information Publication.
10. Stocks Reservoir - Public Access, Angling and Nature 
Conservation.
11. Water Resource Development.
12. Excusal from Licensing, Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1975, Sect ion 25(1).
13. Any Other Business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining 
Room at approximately 1.00 p.m. The Menu 
for the day is enclosed and Members attending 
for Lunch are asked to indicate their choice 
of main course to the Assistant on duty near 
the Members' Retiring Room.
F2/A10 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH OCTOBER 1978
F . B u n tin g , E sq . S . G. P ay n e , E sq .
E . H. F lem ing  S m ith , E sq . G. B . S edgew ick , E sq .
A. G le a d e n , E sq . R. J .  W. S la c k ,  E sq .
W. F . H obson, E sq . G • N. F . W in g a te , E sq
J . M. Mawson, E sq . E. Young, E sq .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. W. F . Hobson be a p p o in te d  C hairm an  o f  th e  S ou th  and 
W est C um berland F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee  f o r  th e  e n su in g  
1A uthor i t y  Y e a r ' .
(W. F . HOBSON, ESQ. CHAIRMAN)
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f  o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
Mr. T . A. F . B a rn e s  and Mr. G. Mann.
3 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t s u b je c t  t o  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  th e  w ord ' o r a l l y '  a f t e r  th e  word 
's u b m i t t e d ' in  th e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  th e  f i n a l  p a ra g ra p h  o f  M inu te  
N o. 4 9 , t h e  M in u te s  o f  t h e  l a s t  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  on  
2 6 th  Ju n e  1978, be a p p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an .
4 . MR. P . J .  LIDDELL
The C hairm an r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  on 3 0 th  S ep tem ber 1978, o f  
Mr. L i d d e l l ' s  te rm  o f  o f f  i c e  a s  C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .  He and 
o th e r  Members spoke  h ig h ly  o f  M r. L i d d e l l 's  e n e rg y  and in d u s t r y  b o th  
in  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  h i s  s e r v ic e  and 
h e lp  g iv e n  t o  F i s h e r i e s .  H is  know ledge on  f i s h e r i e s  m a t te r s  was 
re n o w n e d  w o r ld  w id e  a n d  t h e  C o m m itte e  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  e x p e r t i s e  
c o u ld  c o n t in u e  t o  be  u t i l i s e d  in  some m anner by th e  A u th o r i ty .  The 
C om m ittee  e x te n d e d  t o  him  t h e i r  b e s t  w ish e s  f o r  th e  f u t u r e .
5 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A r e p o r t  w as s u b m i t t e d  w h ic h  d e t a i l e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  fo rm a l s u b m iss io n  t o  MAFF f o r  a p p ro v a l o f  
t h e  new s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
- 2 -
MAFF had suggested further consideration might be given to the 
proposals with a view to the possible elimination of the main grounds 
of objection which were, the inclusion of non-migratory trout with the 
salmon and migratory trout in one licence and the reduction in the 
cost of the licence to fish for salmon. Consequently, following 
lengthy discussions between the Chairman of the Regional Committee and 
the respective Chairmen of each Local Committee, two alternative 
proposals had been formulated which it was hoped would satisfy most of 
the objections.
Members were invited to obtain the views of their Associations etc., 
on these alternative proposals in time for submission to the next 
meeting of the Committee on 8th January 1979.
6. SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
Discussion took place on a report compiled by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, which in turn summarised a Report of a working party 
established by the former Association of River Authorities, to enquire 
into the subject of salmon propagation in England and Wales.
The Regional Fisheries Officer explained that in the light of the 
findings in the main Report it would be necessary to review current 
programmes of hatchery work and stocking, and to decide which of 
these could be considered to be making a worthwhile contribution 
to improvement of stocks. This in turn would involve increased 
monitoring work on nursery becks in an attempt to assess the yield of 
stocking. Presently, hatchery work tended to be restricted by the 
limited availability of ova from most rivers. Provided that there 
were no natural constraints, such as siltation, on successful natural 
spawning, consideration would be given to allowing this with sub­
sequent development to take place in suitable and appropriate waters. 
The limited supplies of ova would then be reserved for use on waters 
where natural spawn ing was known to be subject to hazards, or on 
water s where conditions were favourable but where no natural spawn ing 
took place.
7. FUTURE PROGRAMME OF FISHERIES WORK
The Regional Fisheries Officer presented for information a detailed 
report which set out proposals^for a future fisheries work programme. 
It was explained that whilst relating primarily to fisheries, the 
programme would also involve other Departments both within the Rivers 
Division and within the Authority generally.
The Regional Fisheries Officer emphasised that the whole programme as 
set out in the two groups and various categories depended very much on 
the availability of resources for implementation.
Members welcomed the report as an extremely useful guide.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
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8. KEEP NETS
A report was submitted of a meeting held on 15th August 1978, 
under the auspices of the Br it ish Associat ion of Fish ing Tackle 
Manufacturers which the Regional Fisheries Officer attended, and where 
an attempt had been made to agree a uniform specification of keep net 
dimensions which would be acceptable to all water authorities.
At a meeting of the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the National Water 
Council on 4th October 1978, agreement had been reached on all keep 
net specifications except that of the minimum length.
The North West and Yorkshire Water Authorities were in favour of a 
minimum length of 2 metres whilst all other water authorities favoured
1.5 metres. It was hoped that this difference of opinion would be 
resolved at the next meeting of the NWC Advisory Committee.
recommended
That the Authority maintain the proposal for a minimum length of 
2 metres for all keep nets.
9. DROUGHT ORDER, LAKE ENNERDALE,
REDUCTION OF COMPENSATION WATER
Further to Minute No. 51 of the meeting of the Committee on 26th June 
1978, the Committee were informed that the Drought Order came into 
operation on 14th July 1978 and would expire on 8th December 1978.
Since the effective date of the Order, its effects on flows in the 
River Eden had been minimal due to the fact that heavy rain from 
22nd July onward had made it possible for more than the minimum four 
million gallons per day to be discharged consistently from Lake 
Ennerdale.
10. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
The Area Fisheries Officer commenting upon the recently acquired 
fishery patrol boat stated that certain members of his staff had been 
trained to use the boat at sea and their comments upon its performance 
were very favourable. He had himself been on board at sea trials held 
in rough sea conditions and was satisfied as to its sea-worthiness. 
He was confident that the vessel would prove to be a valuable 
acquisition for the Authority. It already appeared to have had a 
significant deterrent effect on the setting of illegal nets at sea. 
The boats maximum speed in calm waters was just under 25 knots and it 
could easily overtake fishing boats.
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Members having expressed a wish to view the boat, the Manager of the 
Rivers Division undertook to arrange for the boat to be on view 
outside the offices of the Allerdale District Council, at 'Holmewood' 
on Monday, 8th January 1979, when the Committee was next due to meet 
at that venue.
RESOLVED:
(1) That at the request of Mr. A. Gleaden who had expressed a 
particular interest in the matter, discussion of item 10(ii) of 
the report, 'In-River Work; River Irt', take place under Agenda 
Item 12;
(2) That the report be received and approved.
11. TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES ON THE AUTHORITY'S RESERVOIRS
It was reported that on 24th July 1978, (Minute No. 10(a)) the Water 
Management Committee had resolved that the Recreation Sub-Committee be 
requested to consider the recommendation made at the last meeting of 
this Committee (Minute No. 40, 26th July 1978) in connect ion with the 
management of fishing on Ennerdale Lake. The Sub-Committee were next 
due to meet on 30th October.
12. FISHERIES INFORMATION PUBLICATION
On 13th July 1978, (Minute No. 18) the Regional Committee resolved 
that the views of all Local Committees be sought on practical methods 
for distr ibution of angling information newsheets throughout the 
Region.
RECOMMENDED:
Copies of the newsheets be delivered to all tackle dealers 
within the region and that they be requested to distribute these 
publications to their customers initially upon their purchase of 
a fishing licence.
13. IN-RIVER WORK - RIVER IRT
Mr. Gleaden introduced this item. He explained that he had particu­
larly asked for this matter to be the subject of separate discussion 
to ascertain whether any lesson might be learnt from the manner of the 
recent abstraction of gravel from the River Irt carried out by the 
National Trust. Anything learnt from the recent works, might be 
relevant to similar works in other rivers, and would also be of 
particular significance to the continuance of the gravel extraction 
programme in the River Irt itself.
In this context, Mr. Gleaden was particularly concerned at the part 
consultations with persons having particular local knowledge might be 
of use to the professionals, responsible in whatever capacity, for 
such works.
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A full discussion followed, during which members were assured by the 
officers that whenever any such works were contemplated, the Authority 
took great care to ensure that its statutory responsibilities to 
safeguard all water rights within that sphere of responsibility were 
carried out. Full consultation with all interested parties including 
those with local knowledge was always one of the means employed in 
order to achieve this aim.
In the specific case of the recent workings in the River Irt, both 
the Area Fisheries Officer and the Director of Operat ions had been 
involved in consultations with interested parties from the outset. 
In future operations in the River Irt further consultations would 
automatically take place. In the opinion of the Area Fisheries 
Officer the recent workings in the River Irt had not damaged the 
fishery downstream, indeed it had benefited it. He had received no 
complaints about the effect of the workings on the fishery from any 
Angling Association.
The officers stressed that as the National Trust (as riparian owner) 
had complied with all statutory obligations applicable to their 
workings in the River Irt the Authority had had no other jusidiction 
in the operation.
14. MORESBY OPEN CAST COAL WORKINGS
Concern having been expressed at the effect of the Moresby open cast 
coal workings on the fisheries on the Rivers Keekle and Derwent it 
was
RESOLVED:
That this item be included on the Agenda for the meeting to be
held on 8th January 1979.
P2/A15 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
17TH OCTOBER 1978
P re s e n ts T . A. F . B a rn e s , E sq
E. C ave, E sq .
T . C o u s in s , E sq .
E . P . E c ro y d , E sq .
D r. I .  J .  F a u lk n e r
B . I r v i n g ,  E sq .
J .  S . M a rs h a l l ,  E sq  
Wm. McKenna, E sq .
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED*. j ■
T h a t  M r. E . P . E c ro y d  b e  a p p o i n t e d  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  E den  and  
D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  e n s u in g  'A u th o r i ty  
Y e a r ' .
(E . P . ECROYD, ESQ. CHAIRMAN)
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
Mr. E . H. F lem ing  S m ith , Mr. R. K. N ic h o ls o n  and Mr. G. Mann.
3 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED;
■ T h a t t h e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee  h e ld  on 
2 7 th  Ju n e  1978 be ap p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an .
4 . RESIGNATION OF MR. L. HEYWORTH
T he C o m m itte e  w as in fo r m e d  t h a t  M r. L . H e y w o rth  h a d  o f f e r e d  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  from  th e  C om m ittee due t o  h i s  h a v in g  moved p e rm a n e n tly  
o u t  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t .  The C om m ittee  e x te n d e d  t o  Mr. H eyw orth i t s  
a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  h i s  p a s t  s e r v i c e s  and o f f e r e d  i t s  b e s t  w ish e s  f o r  th e  
f u tu r e
RESOLVED;
T h a t th e  v acan cy  on th e  C om m ittee  be k e p t  open  f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g  
p e n d in g  c o n s u l t a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  a s u c c e s s o r .
5 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A r e p o r t  w as s u b m i t t e d  w h ic h  d e t a i l e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  
r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  A u th o r i t y ' s  fo rm a l s u b m iss io n  t o  MAFF f o r  a p p ro v a l  o f  
th e  new s c a l e  o f  l ic e n c e  d u t i e s .
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MAFF had suggested further consideration might be given to the 
proposals with a view to the possible elimination of the main grounds 
of objection which were, the inclusion of non-migratory trout with the 
salmon and migratory trout in one licence and the reduction in the 
cost of the licence to fish for salmon. Consequently, following 
lengthy discussions between the Chairman of the Regional Committee and 
the respective Chairmen of each Local Committee, two alternative 
proposals had been formulated which it was hoped would satisfy most of 
the objections.
Members were invited to obtain the views of their Associations etc., 
on these alternative proposals in time for submission to'.,the next 
meeting of the Committee on 9th January 1979.
6. SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
Discussion took place on a report compiled by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, which in turn summarised a Report of a working party 
established by the former Association of River Authorities, to enquire 
into the subject of salmon propagation in England and Wales.
The Regional Fisheries Officer explained that in the light of the 
findings in the main Report it would be necessary to review current 
programmes of hatchery work and stocking, and to decide which of 
these could be considered to be making a worthwhile contribution 
to improvement of stocks. This in turn would involve increased 
monitoring work on nursery becks in an attempt to assess the yield of 
stocking. •Presently, hatchery work tended to be restricted by the 
limited availability of ova from most rivers. Provided that there 
were no natural constraints, such as siltation, on successful natural 
spawning, consideration would be given to allowing this with sub­
sequent development to take place in suitable and appropriate waters. 
The limited supplies of ova would then be reserved for use on waters 
where natural spawning was known to be subject to hazards, or on 
waters where conditions were favourable but where no natural spawning 
took place.
7. FUTURE PROGRAMME OF FISHERIES WORK
The Regional Fisheries Officer presented for information a detailed 
report which set out proposals for a future fisheries work programme.
Discussion took place on all aspects of the report and it was 
suggested that with regard to restocking it would be difficult to 
achieve a thorough policy without first carrying out a detailed 
ecological study of the area in order to ascertain the reasons why 
certain fish were in short supply.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
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8. KEEP NETS
A report was submitted of a meeting held on 15th August 1978, 
under the auspices of the British Association of Fishing Tackle 
Manufacturers which the Regional Fisheries Officer attended, and where 
an attempt had been made to agree a uniform specification of keep net 
dimensions which would be acceptable to all water authorities.
At a meeting of the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the National Water 
Council on 4th October 1978, agreement had been reached on all keep 
net specifications except that of the minimum length.
The North West and Yorkshire Water Authorities were in favour of a 
minimum length of 2 metres whilst all other water authorities favoured
1.5 metres. It was hoped that this difference of opinion would be 
resolved at the next meeting of the NWC Advisory Committee.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority maintain the proposal for a minimum length of 
2 metres for all keep nets.
9. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Discussion took place on the accuracy of the goosander/merganser count 
carried out in the area by the bailiffs. Members felt that it was 
extremely difficult to determine the difference between the two 
species. The Regional Fisheries Officer commented that the DOE would 
not allow the Authority to shoot these birds.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
10. FISHERIES DISPUTE IN THE SOLWAY FIRTH
It was reported that there had been no change in the legal pos it ion 
since the last meeting of the Committee and that a leaflet explaining 
the current situation had been prepared and would be distributed to 
the haaf netsmen in the area shortly.
11. FISHERIES INFORMATION PUBLICATION
On 13th July 1978, (Minute No. 18) the Regional Committee resolved 
that the views of all Local Committees be sought on practical methods 
for distribution of angling information newsheets throughout the 
Region.
RECOMMENDED:
That copies of the newsheets be delivered to all tackle dealers 
within the region and that they be requested to distribute these 
publications to their customers initially upon their purchase of 
a fishing 1icence.
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12. MR. P. J. LIDDELL
The Chairman referred to the expiration on 30th September 1978, of 
Mr. Liddell's term of office as Chairman of the Authority. He and 
other Members spoke highly of Mr. Liddell's energy and industry both 
in the service of the Authority and particularly in his service and 
help given to Fisheries.
RESOLVED:
That this Committee record its appreciation for all Mr. Liddell 
has done both within the Authority as a whole and in particular 
with regard to Fisheries throughout the region.
13. "FLOUNDER NETS"
The Committee was advised that in relation to so called "flounder 
nets" which were staked out in the Solway, some of them being up to 40 
yards long, that provided no salmon were caught, the Authority had no 
jurisdiction to act. The Author ity was soon to bring a similar case 
to court involving salmon and the use of fixed engines, the outcome of 
which was eagerly awaited.
I




P r e s e n t T . A. F . B a rn e s , E sq . J .  C le g g , E sq .
T . A. B la c k le d g e , E sq . R. D. H oughton , E sq .
A. G. R. Brown, E sq . P r o f e s s o r  W. E . Kershaw
D r. R. B. B ro u g h to n  W. H. W iseman, E sq .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED!
T h a t  M r. R. D. H o u g h to n  a p p o i n t e d  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  S o u th  
L a n c a s h  i r e  F i s h e r  i e s  A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e  f o r  t h e  e n s u in g  
'A u th o r i t y  Y e a r '.
(R. D. HOUGHTON, ESQ. CHAIRMAN)
2 . MR. T . A. BLACKLEDGE
T he C h a irm a n  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  e x te n d e d  a  w elcom e t o  
Mr. T . A. B la c k le d g e  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  th e  C om m ittee fo llo w in g  h i s  
r e c e n t  i l l n e s s .
3 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
M r. J .  P . L ord  and Mr. G. Mann.
4 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  t h e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee  h e ld  on 
2 8 th  Ju n e  1978, be ap p ro v e d  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an .
5 .  FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A r e p o r t  w as s u b m i t t e d  w h ic h  d e t a i l e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  fo rm a l  s u b m iss io n  t o  MAFF f o r  a p p ro v a l o f  
th e  new s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
MAFF h a d  s u g g e s t e d  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  m ig h t  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  
p r o p o s a l s  w i th  a  v iew  t o  th e  p o s s ib l e  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  m ain g ro u n d s  
o f  o b j e c t io n  w hich  w ere th e  i n c lu s io n  o f  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  w ith  th e  
salm on and  m ig ra to ry  t r o u t ,  in  one l i c e n c e  and th e  r e d u c t io n  in  th e  
c o s t  o f  th e  l i c e n c e  t o  f i s h  f o r  sa lm on . C o n s e q u e n tly , fo llo w in g  
le n g th y  d i s c u s s io n s  betw een  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee and 
th e  r e s p e c t i v e  C hairm en o f  e a c h  L o c a l C om m ittee , two a l t e r n a t i v e  
p r o p o s a l s  had  been  fo rm u la te d  w h ich  i t  was hoped w ould  s a t i s f y  m ost o f  
th e  o b j e c t io n s .
Members w ere  i n v i t e d  t o  o b t a i n  th e  v iew s o f  t h e i r  A s s o c ia t io n s  e t c . , 
on t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a ls  i n  tim e  f o r  su b m is s io n  t o  th e  n e x t 
m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee on  8 th  J a n u a ry  1979.
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The Chairman of the Regional Committee emphasised that he recognised 
the concern felt by many of the various angling bodies on the matter 
of increased licence fees, but if the Authority were to develop the 
fishery service in accordance with the needs of the Region, then it 
was necessary to obtain a more realistic return than at present in 
licence revenue.
Nr. Barnes requested members to ensure that the Associations in their 
deliberations, did not lose sight of the fact that the total estimated 
income from any proposed scale of licence duties must not be less than 
that expected to be derived from either of the two alternatives now 
proposed.
6. SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
Discussion took place on a report compiled by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, which in turn summarised a report of a working party 
established by the former Association of River Authorities, to enquire 
into the subject of salmon propagation in England and Wales.
The Regional Fisheries Officer explained that in the light of the 
findings in the main Report it would be necessary to review current 
programmes of hatchery work and stocking, and to decide which of 
these could be considered to be making a worthwhile contribution 
to improvement of stocks. This in turn would involve increased 
monitoring work on nursery becks in an attempt to assess the yield of 
stocking. Presently, hatchery work tended to be restricted by the 
limited availability of ova from most rivers. Provided that there 
were no natural constraints, such as siltation, on successful natural 
spawning consideration would be given to allowing this with subsequent 
development to take place in suitable and appropriate waters. The 
limited supplies of ova would then be reserved for use on waters where 
natural spawning was known to be subject to hazards, or on waters 
where conditions were favourable but where no natural spawning took 
place.
The ^ Regional Fisheries Officer summarised the discussion points 
and ‘the aspects touched upon in the report, including not only the 
recommendations but the omissions from that report. Members then 
commented upon the spawning potential and possible remedial measures 
to be taken in the rivers within the area.
 RESOLVED:
That the report be received and the contents noted.
7. FUTURE PROGRAMME OF FISHERIES WORK
The Regional Fisheries Officer presented for information a detailed 
report which set out proposals for a future fisheries work programme. 
It was explained that whilst relating primarily to fisheries, the 
programme would also involve other Departments both within the Rivers 
Division and within the Authority generally.
The Regional Fisheries Officer emphasised that the whole programme as 
set out in the two groups and various categories depended very much on 
the availability of resources for implementation.
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The Chairman expressed the Committee's appreciation of the work that 
the officers had put into the product ion of the report which the 
Committee welcomed as an extremely useful forward guide for the 
future.
8. KEEP NETS
A report was submitted of a meeting held on 15th August 1978, 
under the auspices of the British Association of Fishing Tackle 
Manufacturers which the Regional Fisheries Officer attended, and where 
an attempt had been made to agree a uniform specification of keep net 
dimensions which would be acceptable to all water authorities.
At a meeting of the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the National Water 
Council on 4th October 1978, agreement had been reached on all keep 
net specifications except that of the minimum length.
The North West and Yorkshire Water Author it ies were in favour of a 
minimum length of 2 metres whilst all other water authorities favoured
1.5 metres. It was hoped that this difference of opinion would be 
resolved at the next meeting of the NWC Advisory Committee.
RECOMMENDED;
That the Authority maintain the proposal for a minimum length of 
2 metres for all keep nets.
9. DISCHARGE FROM BARNOLDSWICK SEWAGE TREATMENT 
WORKS - EFFECT ON STOCK BECK AND RIVER RIBBLE
Discussion took place upon a report which set out the pollution 
problems in Stock Beck and their association with the discharges from 
the Barnoldswick Sewage Treatment Works.
The Officers outlined the problems that had been experienced at the 
works and of the measures taken to reduce pollution in recent years.
The Committee whilst appreciative of the work the officers had put 
into the report expressed grave concern at the quality of the final 
effluent still leaving the Barnoldswick works and entering the river 
system.
RECOMMENDED!
That monitoring of the discharge from Barnoldswick STW to Stock 
Beck and the River Ribble be continued; that the matter be kept 
under constant review and that the Committee be kept informed of 
the situation.
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10. STOCKS RESERVOIR - PUBLIC ACCESS,
ANGLING AND NATURE CONSERVATION
A report was submitted detailing an amendment made by the Regional 
Committee on 13th July (Minute No. 12), to this Committees' recommend­
ation in relation to Stocks Reservoir made on 28th June 1978 (Minute 
No. 40).
It was explained that the Recreation Sub-Committee would take this 
amended recommendation into account when the matter was next discussed 
by that Committee on 30th October 1978.
A plan of Stocks Reservoir showing the proposed angling and nature 
conservation areas was displayed for the information of members who 
strongly disagreed with the defined limited trout fishing area and to 
the use of the Reservoir as a multi recreational amenity.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That Stocks Reservoir being the best potential trout fishery 
within the whole of the Region of NWWA, the entire Reservoir 
be developed primarily as such in order to exploit its full 
recreational potential;
(2) That advantage of this opportunity for development of Stocks 
Reservoir as a trout fishery be taken without delay as in the 
opinion of this Committee it is unlikely that a similar oppor­
tunity for such development will occur again.
11. LEEDS-LIVERPOOL CANAL - TRANSFER OF 
MINE WATER FROM BICKERSHAW COLLIERY
A report was received on the circumstances leading up to the Water 
Management Committee on 27th February 1978, approving the issue of a 
consent for a new discharge of mine water to Westley Brook; a tribu­
tary of Pennington Brook and Glaze Brook. It was now expected that 
the new discharge would commence within the next six months following 
the construction of the pipeline to Westley Brook.
At the present time the mine water was being discharged to the Leigh 
branch of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal and a large increase in the level 
of chloride which was expected to be a long term feature of the mine 
water was threatening the valuable fisheries in the canal system.
It was confidently anticipated that the canal water quality and the 
fisheries would benefit appreciably from the transfer of the discharge, 
whilst Westley Brook, which had a high ammonia level as a result of 
receiving the discharge from Westhoughton ETW, did not sustain any 
appreciable fish life.
The diluting effect of Pennington Brook and Carr Brook would result in 
modest chloride levels prevailing in dry weather in the Glazebury 
reaches of Glaze Brook.
- 5 -
12. WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS - FUTURE FISHING POLICY
A report was submitted which set out the recommendations made at a 
meeting of officers held on 6th September 1978, at which the fishing 
management policy adopted since Worthington Fishery was opened to the 
public on 1st October 1977, was reviewed and consideration given to 
possible alterations to that policy.
Following full discussion of the report and the available alternatives 
the Committee unanimously
RECOMMENDED:
That trout stocks in Worthington Reservoir be run down, and the 
fishery be managed in future as a coarse fishery, along with 
Arley and Adlington, in accordance with the original policy 
decision for the development of the fishery.
13. REVIEW OF DISCHARGE CONSENT CONDITIONS
Discussion took place on the contents of a document entitled "River 
Water Quality: The Next Stage", which had been produced by the 
National Water Council and detailed suggested lines of a review of the 
present discharge consent conditions.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
14. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries activi- 
ties within the area since the last meeting of the Committee including 
detailed accounts of river conditions and fishing, migratory fish 
movements, Langcliffe Hatchery, stocking by Angling Associations and 
by the Authority, pollution incidents, fish mortalities and poaching.
15. FISHERIES INFORMATION PUBLICATION
On 13th July 1978, (Minute No. 18) the Regional Committee resolved 
that the views of all Local Committees be sought on practical methods 
for distribution of angling information newsheets throughout the 
Region. Accordingly, members were invited to make a recommendation 
on such distribution bearing in mind that the Authority could not 
envisage dispatching small quantities to a large number of individual 
addresses.
RECOMMENDED:
Copies of the newsheets be delivered to all tackle dealers 
within the region and that they be requested to distribute these 
publications to their customers initially upon their purchase of 
a fishing licence.
F2/A1 MINUTES OP A MEETING OF THE
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER 1978
P r e s e n t : R. B a r r a t t ,  E sq .
R. A. C h a l le n o r ,  E sq . 
J .  M. C r o f t ,  E sq .
D r. J .  V. Dyer
J .  H. F e l l ,  E sq . 
R. H a rp e r , E sq .
A. L . H a r r i s ,  Esq 
J .  T a y lo r ,  E sq .
G. W ilso n , E sq
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. J .  M. C r o f t  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  Lune Wyre and 
F u rn e s s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee f o r  t h e  'A u th o r i ty  Y e a r ' .
( J .  M. CROFT, ESQ. CHAIRMAN)
2 . INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME OF MEMBER
T h e  C h a irm a n  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  w e lc o m e d  M r. R . H a r p e r  t h e  n o m in ee  
o f  t h e  K e n t (W e s tm o r la n d )  A n g l in g  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  an d  s u c c e s s o r  t o  
M r. L e s l i e  H i l l  on th e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee .
3 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d d i t i o n  t o  M in u te  N o. 3 5 , 
(M o n ito rin g  o f  L e v e l o f  R a d i o a c t iv i t y  in  M ig ra to ry  F is h )  th e  
M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 3 rd  J u ly  
1978, be a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by th e  C hairm an .
" I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  w ould a tte m p t  t o  o b t a in  
in fo r m a t io n  o f  t h i s  n a tu r e  from  o th e r  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  on th e  e a s t  c o a s t ,  f o r  su b m is s io n  t o  a 
f u t u r e  m e e t in g ."
4 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A r e p o r t  was s u b m it te d  d e t a i l i n g  th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  
th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  fo rm a l su b m iss io n  t o  MAFF re g a rd in g  th e  a p p ro v a l  f o r  a 
new s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
MAFF had  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  m igh t be g iv e n  t o  th e  
p r o p o s a l s  w i th  a  v iew  t o  th e  p o s s ib l e  e l im in a t io n  o f  t h e  m ain g ro u n d s  
o f  o b j e c t io n  w hich  w e re , th e  i n c l u s io n  o f  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  w ith  
th e  salm on and m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  in  one l i c e n c e ,  and th e  r e d u c t io n  in  
th e  c o s t  o f  th e  l i c e n c e  t o  f i s h  f o r  sa lm o n . C o n s e q u e n tly , fo llo w in g  
le n g th y  d i s c u s s io n s  betw een  th e  C hairm an  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee and 
th e  r e s p e c t i v e  C hairm en o f  th e  l o c a l  c o m m itte e s , two a l t e r n a t i v e  
p r o p o s a ls  had  b een  fo rm u la te d  w hich  i t  was hoped w ould s a t i s f y  m ost o f  
th e  o b j e c t io n s .
Members w ere i n v i t e d  t o  o b t a in  t h e  v iew s o f  t h e i r  A s s o c ia t io n s  on
th e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a ls  in  t im e  f o r  su b m iss io n  t o  t h e  n e x t  m ee tin g  
o f  t h e  C om m ittee  on  1 5 th  J a n u a ry  1979.
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5. SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
Discussion took place on a report compiled by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, which in turn summarised a report of a working party 
established by the former Association of River Authorities to enquire 
into the subject of salmon propagation in England and Wales.
The Regional Fisheries Officer explained in the light of the findings 
in the main report it would be necessary to review current 
programmes of hatchery work and stock ing and to decide which of 
these could be considered to be making a worthwhile contribution 
to improvement of stocks. This in turn would involve increased 
monitoring work on nursery becks in an attempt to assess the yield of 
stocking. Presently, hatchery work tended to be restricted by the 
limited availability of ova from most rivers. Provided that there 
were no natural constraints, such as siltation, on successful natural 
spawning,consideration would be given to allowing this with subsequent 
development to take place in suitable and appropriate waters.
The limited supplies of ova would then be reserved for use on waters 
where natural spawn ing was known to be subject to hazards, or on 
waters where conditions were favourable but where no natural spawning 
took place.
The Regional Fisheries Officer summarised the discussion points, and 
the aspects touched upon in the report, including not only the 
recommendat ions but the omissions from that report, following which 
members commented on the spawning potential and possible remedial 
measures to be taken in the rivers within the area.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and the contents noted.
RECOMMENDED;
That for a period of five years no fish from the Rivers Leven and 
Crake and their tributaries be stripped, no stock from elsewhere 
be introduced to those rivers,other than the 10,000 freeze- 
branded smolts each year to the River Leven, always providing 
that this proved feasible in the light of possible emergencies.
6. FUTURE1 PROGRAMME OF FISHERIES WORK
The Regional Fisheries Officer presented for information a detailed 
report which set out proposals for a future fisheries work programme. 
It was explained that whilst relating primarily to fisheries, the 
programme would also involve other departments both within the Rivers 
Division and within the Authority generally.
The Regional Fisheries Officer emphasised that the whole programme as 
set out in the two groups and various categories depended very much on 
the availability of resources for their implementation.
The Members welcomed the report and considered it an extremely useful 




A report was submitted of a meeting held on 15th August 1978, 
under the auspices of the British Association of Fishing Tackle 
Manufacturers which the Regional Fisheries Officer attended, and where 
an attempt had been made to agree a uniform specification of keep net 
dimensions which would be acceptable to all water authorities.
At a meeting of the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the National Water 
Council on 4th October 1978, agreement had been reached on all keep 
net specifications except that of the minimum length.
The North West and Yorkshire Water Authorities were in favour of a 
minimum length of 2 metres whilst all other water authorities favoured
1.5 metres. It was hoped that this difference of opinion would be 
resolved at the next meeting of the NWC Advisory Committee.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority maintain the proposal for a minimum length of 
2 metres for all keep nets.
8. FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES FOR SOUTH WEST CUMBRIA
On 10th April 1978, the Committee on considering the proposals for the 
future water supply for South West Cumbria had recommended that 
any scheme involving abstraction from the River Crake should provide 
during the summer months from June, or possibly July, through to 
October inclusive, for a residual flow of not less than 100 Ml/d.
The recommendation had been approved by the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee and noted by the Policy and Resources Committee on 
22nd May 1978.
On 25th September 1978, the Policy and Resources Committee on 
considering this matter further and in the light of all the inform­
ation then available including the stated recommendations of the 
officers, resolved that the future water supply needs of South West 
Cumbria should be met by the provision of a pipeline connect ion from 
the Haweswater Aqueduct, near Kendal, to Barrow-in-Furness.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
9. WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
At the last meeting the Advisory Committee had expressed concern at 
the possibility of an application for an Order to reduce the residual 
flow in the River Duddon under the provisions of Sect ion 1 of the 
Drought Act 1976. The Committee had recommended:
"That the Water Management Committee be informed that this 
Committee view with concern that an ever increasing number of 
rivers in the Committee's area are liable, under extreme weather 
conditions, to have their limited resources reduced even further 
because there is no adequate storage capacity to retain the ample 
supplies of water available in winter."
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The Water Management Committee on 24th July 1978, noted the 
recommendation and resolved that the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee and this Committee be informed of the steps being taken 
by the Author ity in connect ion with the long-term strategy for 
improvement of water storage facilities.
The implementation of the scheme to provide further supplies to the 
South West Cumbria area via a pipeline connect ion to the Haweswater 
Aqueduct, referred to in the previous Minute would ensure a surplus of 
supplies in that part of the Reg ion for many years. However, it would 
probably be 1982 before the pipeline was in operation and it could 
well be that drought order procedures would have to be implemented in 
the event of exceptional conditions. It was now anticipated that with 
the completion of the Shap Aqueduct, and the Lancashire Conjunctive 
Use and Brenig schemes there would be a surplus of available supplies 
over demand in the Reg ion as a whole possibly into the next century.
Nevertheless the Authority was actively pursuing the question of 
additional water resources in order that all alternative options were 
available.
Consultants' reports on various aspects of the regional studies were 
nearing completion and following consultation with the structure 
planning authorities and other interested and affected bodies in the 
Region, the Authority would review the regional water resources 
situation.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
10. RIVER LEVEN - FISH STOCKS, CAGE REARING OF SALMON SMOLTS
Following recommendation 1(i) of Minute No. 16, 16th January 1978, the 
officers had sought a suitable site where the operation of rearing 
smolts in cages would be viable.
The Committee was informed that the owner of a large and deep pool in 
an old iron mining area near Dalton-in-Furness had agreed to the 
Authority introducing two cages alongside his own which he used for 
the purpose of rearing rainbow trout on a moderate scale. The Regional 
Fisheries Officer was entirely satisfied with the conditions appli­
cable to the arrangement and expressed his gratitude to the owner for 
his co-operation and assistance.
Formal agreement was nearing completion and it was anticipated that 
6,000 salmon parr would be introduced into the cages within the next 
few days.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and that the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee write to the owner of the pool expressing the 
Authority's appreciation for his co-operation and assistance in 
this project.
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11. MANCHESTER WATER ORDER 1966 - WATER ABSTRACTION, RIVER LEVEN
Mr. D. A. while had informed the Authority that he wished to revoke 
the "gentlemen's agreement" regarding the restriction on his ab­
straction of water from the River Leven for power generation during 
the months of July, August and September.
This arrangement had been in operation in 1977 and again in 1978 and 
Mr. While had now stated that he considered the arrangements too 
inflexible and that he had not been impressed by the benefits, if any, 
which the arrangement might have brought about. The Authority had 
acknowledged termination of the agreement and Mr. While had confirmed 
that the Authority's liability for compensation has ceased accordingly.
12. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
USAGE OF MIDDLETON HATCHERY
In accordance with a request at the last meeting of the Committee 
(Minute No. 42, 3rd July 1978) the Area Fisheries Officer submitted a 
report on the stocking capacity and productivity of Middleton Hatchery.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
13. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In particular the Area Fisheries Officer commented on the quite 
exceptional salmon catches being recorded on the River Kent, where 
anglers were also having an extremely good season in respect of sea 
trout. The commercial netsmen on the Kent Estuary had also enjoyed a 
particularly successful season and this was in stark contrast to the 
netsmen on the River Leven who along with the rod and line anglers had 
suffered a frustrating year.
Figures relating to migratory fish movement and stockings carried out 
by the Authority and angling associations were also submitted, along 
with routine work on fish rescue operations and pollutions/fish 
mortalities.
During the summer months the Bailiffing staff had carried out a count 
of goosanders and mergansers in all parts of the area. The accuracy 
of the figures could not be guaranteed, however they gave some 
indication as to the relative abundance of these breeds of predator 
birds.
The work on the Heysham-Stodday crossing of the River Lune estuary had 
been considerably delayed but it was anticipated that the first 
pipeline would now be laid during the first week in November.
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14. FISHERIES INFORMATION PUBLICATION
On 13th July, 1978, (Minute No. 18) the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee resolved that the views of all the Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees be sought on practical methods for distribution of angling 
information newsheets throughout the Region.
Members undertook to consider the matter bearing in mind that the 
Authority could not envisage despatching small quantities to a large 
number of individual addresses.
15. NET LIMITATION ORDER AND FISHERY BYELAWS - RIVER LUNE
It was reported that the Order and Byelaws had been advertised and 
that the period for objections to be sent to MAFF would expire on 
6th November, 1978. The Authority had been notified of a number of 
objections which had been made to both the Net Limitation Order and 
the Byelaws.
F1/A7 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
25TH OCTOBER 1978
P r e s e n t :  J .  S . B a i le y ,  E sq . A. J o n e s ,  E sq .
T . A. F . B a rn e s , E sq . D r. A. G. Kennedy Young
F . E g e r to n , E sq . J .  A. S h an ah an , E sq .
1 . MR. P . W. JENNINGS
Mr. T . A. F . B a rn e s , C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  
C o m m i t t e e , r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d e a t h  o n  1 8 t h  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 8  , o f  
Mr. P . W. J e n n in g s  o f  L iv e rp o o l ,  C hairm an  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee s in c e  i t s  
in c e p t io n  in  1974. Mr. B a rn e s  p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  Mr. J e n n in g s  and  in  
p a r t i c u l a r  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  f i s h e r i e s  a s  C hairm an o f  th e  C om m ittee . 
Members s to o d  a s  a  mark o f  r e s p e c t .
2 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. J .  S . B a i le y  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an  o f  th e  M ersey and 
W eaver A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e  f o r  t h e  e n s u in g  'A u t h o r i t y  Y e a r '.
( J .  S . BAILEY, ESQ. CHAIRMAN)
3 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An a p o l o g y  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t  i n g  w a s  r  e c e  i v e d  f r o m  
Mr. R. New ton.
4 .  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on  
2 1 s t  Ju n e  1978, be ap p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an .
5 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A r e p o r t  was s u b m it te d  d e t a i l i n g  th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  r e l a t i o n  to  
th e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  fo rm a l s u b m iss io n  t o  MAFF r e g a r d in g  th e  a p p ro v a l  f o r  a 
new s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
MAFF had  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  m igh t be g iv e n  t o  t h e  
p r o p o s a l s  w i th  a  v iew  t o  th e  p o s s ib l e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  th e  m ain g ro u n d s  
o f  o b j e c t io n  w hich  w e re , th e  i n c lu s io n  o f  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  w i th  
th e  salm on and  m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  in  one l i c e n c e ,  and th e  r e d u c t io n  in  
t h e  c o s t  o f  th e  l i c e n c e  t o  f i s h  f o r  sa lm o n . C o n se q u e n tly  fo l lo w in g  
le n g th y  d i s c u s s io n s  betw een  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee and 
th e  r e s p e c t i v e  C hairm en  o f  th e  l o c a l  c o m m itte e s , two a l t e r n a t i v e  
p r o p o s a l s  had  been  fo rm u la te d  w hich  i t  was hoped w ould s a t i s f y  m ost o f  
th e  o b j e c t i o n s .
Members w ere  i n v i t e d  t o  o b t a i n  th e  v iew s o f  t h e i r  A s s o c ia t io n s  on 
t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a ls  in  tim e  f o r  s u b m is s io n  t o  th e  n e x t m e e tin g  
o f  t h e  C om m ittee  on  1 7 th  J a n u a ry  1979.
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The Chairman of the Regional Committee in recognising the concern of 
various angling bodies, emphasised the necessity for the Authority to 
obtain a more realistic return from licence duties in order to develop 
the fishery service in accordance with the needs of the Region.
Mr. Barnes requested members to ensure that the associations in their 
deliberations, did not lose sight of the fact that the total estimated 
income from any proposed scale of licence duties must not be less 
than that expected to be derived from either of the alternatives now 
proposed.
6. FUTURE PROGRAMME OF FISHERIES WORK
The Regional Fisheries Officer presented for information a detailed 
report which set out proposals for a future fisheries work programme. 
It was explained that whilst relating primarily to fisheries, the 
programme would also involve other departments both within the Rivers 
Division and within the Authority generally.
RESOLVED?
That the report be received.
7. KEEP NETS
A report was submitted of a meeting held on 15th August, 1978, 
under the auspices of the British Association of Fishing Tackle 
Manufacturers which the Regional Fisheries Officer attended, and where 
an attempt had been made to agree the uniform specification of keep 
net dimensions which would be acceptable to all Water Authorities.
At a meeting of the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the National Water 
Council on 4th October 1978, agreement had been reached on all keep 
net specifications except that of the minimum length.
The North West, and Yorkshire Water Authorities were in favour of a 
minimum length of 2 metres whilst all other Water Authorities favoured
1.5 metres. It was hoped that this difference of opinion would be 
resolved at the next meeting of the NWC Advisory Committee.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority maintain the proposal for a minimum length of
2 metres for all keep nets.
8. LEEDS/LIVERPOOL CANAL - TRANSFER OF MINE WATER FROM 
BICKERSHAW COLLIERY
A report was received on the circumstances leading up to the Water 
Management Committee on 27th February 1978, approving the issue 
of a consent for a new discharge of mine water to West ley Brook; a 
tributary of Pennington Brook and Glaze Brook. It was now expected 
that the new discharge would commence within the next six months 
following the construction of the pipeline to Westley Brook.
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At the present time the mine water was being discharged to the Leigh 
branch of the Leeds/Liverpool Canal and a large increase in the level 
of chloride, which was expected to be a long term feature of the mine 
water, was threatening the valuable fisheries in the canal system.
11 was confidently anticipated that the canal water quality and 
the fisheries would benefit appreciably from the transfer of the 
discharge, whilst Westley Brook, which has a high ammonia level as a 
result of receiving the discharge from Westhoughton ETW did not 
sustain any appreciable fish life.
The diluting effect of Pennington Brook and Carr Brook would result in 
modest chloride levels prevailing in dry weather in the Glazebury 
reaches of Glaze Brook.
Following discussion, members were satisfied that there would not be 
any damaging seepage from Westley Brook at adjacent enclosed fisheries.
9. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee and 
referred to the problems being experienced at the Tintwistle Hatchery 
which had originally been established to provide fish for the Long­
dendale Reservoirs system.
Following a report and discussion on the progress of the pilot coarse 
fish hatchery at Great Sankey the Area Fisheries Officer commented on 
the routine work on stocking by the Authority and angling associations 
and pollution incidents and fish mortalities.
He reported that the -Stocks of salt rock maintained by ICl Ltd., 
at Meadow Bank, near Winsford had now reached a low level and it was 
now appropriate for the Authority to ask the Company to complete the 
work of surrounding the stocks with a moat to catch the "run-off", 
thereby preventing direct flow into the river Weaver.
10. FISHERIES INFORMATION PUBLICATION
On 13th July 1978, (Minute No. 18) the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee had resolved that the views of all Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees be sought on practical methods for distribution of angling 
information newsheets throughout the Region.
Following some discussion it was agreed that Mr. Shanahan would liaise 
with of the Public Information Unit regarding possible methods of 
distribution throughout the Associations.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE -  
DEATH OF MR. P . W. JENNINGS
F2/B5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1 . T he C o m m itte e  w i l l  h a v e  n o te d  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h e  d e a th  o f  M r. P .W . 
J e n n in g s  on 1 8 th  O c to b e r , 1978.
2 . A t t h e  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  M e rse y  an d  w e a v e r  L o c a l  C o m m itte e  o n  2 5 th  
O c to b e r , 1978 , (M inute No. 2) M r. J .  S . B a i le y ,  a  s e rv in g  member o f  
t h a t  C om m ittee  s in c e  i t s  in c e p t io n ,  was a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  t h a t  
C om m ittee and  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  M r. B a rn e s  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  
A u th o r i ty  h a s  a p p o in te d  Mr. B a i le y  t o  m em bership  o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
C om m ittee .
F2/A26 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978
APPOINTMENT OF FISHERY REPRESENTATIVE TO 
MERSEY AND WEAVER LAND DRAINAGE COMMITTEE
F o l lo w in g  t h e  d e a th  o f  M r. P.W . J e n n i n g s  o n  1 8 th  O c to b e r  l a s t ,  
i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a p p o i n t  a  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  p o s t  o f  f i s h e r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  M ersey and W eaver Land D ra in a g e  C om m ittee and 
c o n s e q u e n t ly  th e  C om m ittee a r e  r e q u e s te d  t o  make an  a p p o in tm e n t f o r  
th e  rem a in d e r  o f  th e  y e a r  1 9 7 8 /7 9 .
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978 
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
P2/A27 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. The r e p o r t  fo llo w in g  was s u b m it te d  t o  t h e  L o c a l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 
a t  t h e  O c to b e r  round o f  th e  m e e tin g s  when members w ere  i n v i t e d  t o  
o b t a in  th e  v iew s o f  t h e i r  A s s o c ia t io n s  on th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a ls  in  
tim e  f o r  su b m iss io n  t o  th e  n e x t round  o f  L o c a l C om m ittee m e e tin g s  in  
J a n u a ry  1979.
2 . The p r o p o s a ls  f o r  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  in  t h e  ro d  and l i n e  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  
f i n a l l y  a p p ro v ed  by th e  A u th o r i ty  on  2 0 th  M arch 1978 w ere s u b s e q u e n tly  
a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  P r e s s ,  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  o b j e c t  i o n s  b e in g  
28 th  A p r i l  1978. A t o t a l  o f  20 o b j e c t io n s  was r e c e iv e d .
3 . The fo rm a l  su b m iss io n  t o  th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and 
Food f o r  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  new d u t i e s  and d e a l in g  w ith  th e  o b j e c t io n s  
was made on 5 th  Ju n e  1978.
4 . in  r e s p o n s e  t o  th e  su b m iss io n  MAFF have in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  f e e l  
f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  m igh t be g iv e n  t o  th e  p r o p o s a ls  w i th  a view  t o  
e l i m i n a t i n g ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  th e  m ain  g ro u n d s  o f  o b j e c t io n  w hich w ere 
p r e d i c t a b l y  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  brown t r o u t  l i c e n c e  w ith  th e  salm on 
and m ig ra to ry  t r o u t ,  and th e  r e d u c t io n  in  c o s t  o f  th e  salm on l i c e n c e .
5 . The C hairm an  o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee h a s  d i s ­
c u s s e d  th e  m a t te r  a t  l e n g th  w ith  th e  r e s p e c t i v e  C hairm en o f  each  L o c a l 
C om m ittee  and  th e  o f f i c e r s ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w h ic h  two a l t e r n a t i v e  
p r o p o s a ls  hav e  been  w orked o u t ,  w h ic h , in  add i t  ion  t o  p ro d u c in g  an 
im proved  incom e, w ould a l s o  s a t i s f y  m ost o f  th e  o b j e c t io n s  r a i s e d  t o  
th e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l s .  I t  m ust be a c c e p te d  however t h a t  i t  i s  h ig h ly  
u n l ik e ly  t h a t  w h a te v er  sy s te m  i s  f i n a l l y  a g re e d  upon , t h e r e  w i l l  be no 
o b j e c t io n s  t h e r e t o .  N e v e r th e le s s  th e  C hairm en hope t h a t  one  o r  o th e r  
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l s  m ay , a f t e r  f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  p r o v e  
g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p ta b le :
OPTION 1
T h is  o p t  io n  b a s i c a l l y  r e v e r t s  t o  a  fo rm e r sy s te m , s e p a r a t i n g  salm on 
and m ig r a to r y  t r o u t  and in c lu d in g  th e  brown t r o u t  w ith  c o a r s e  f i s h  and 
e e l s .






Part Season from June 1 10.00
Season Junior 7.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over 
Part season Juniors from June 1 5.00
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over 
7 day 2.50
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Season 5.00
Season Junior 2.50 
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over
7 day 1.00
Juniors (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
Freshwater Fish and Eels
Season 3.00
Season Junior 1.50 
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over
7 day 0.50
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
TOTAL
OPTION 2
The Chairmen feel that this opt ion is worth considering 
first stage towards a national licence, which has been 
many leading angling bodies as being desirable.
Proposed
Duty
Single Licence - Season Adult 3.50
Season Junior 1.75
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 






























The implementation of this opt ion would mean that for an increase of 
5Op on the freshwater fish licence of £3 as proposed in opt ion 1 above, 
a single licence system could be implemented at £3.50 per licence 
enabling all anglers to fish for all species from salmon to eels in 
the whole of the Authority's area. Such a proposal would obviously 
be supported by game anglers in view of the considerable reduction in 
the salmon 1icence but it is expected that the reaction of those 
interested in coarse fishing only may well be unfavourable.
The Chairmen appreciate that this proposal is radical and open to 
criticism and in view of the reduction in certain 1icences and the 
increase in others, the argument may well be raised that one class of 
anglers is subsidising another. Because of the radical nature of this 
particular proposal there does not seem any point in pursuing it 
further unless there is general acceptance by the major angling 
interests.
6. In addition to the rod and line duties, the Authority's proposals for 
eel and fyke nets were, in the view of MAFF, rather ambiguous and it 
is suggested that the charge should be revised to 5Op per net, or £10 
for up to 20 nets plus 5Op for each additional net. This is accept­
able to the Regional Fisheries Officer.
7. Because of the time factor involved, it is now clear that the existing 
1icence duties which became operative on 1st January, 1978 will have 
to continue for another 12 months and that any new proposals cannot 
now came into operation before 1st January 1980. The Chairmen of all 
the Advisory Committees are therefore anxious that there should be 
full consultations on the two opt ions set out above before any firm 
decision is taken by the Author ity.
8. it is emphasised therefore that the proposals now before the Committee 
are submitted for appropriate consultations to take place and for 
members to obtain reactions from their Associations, etc. It is 
not intended at this meeting that any decision should be taken. 
The matter will be considered again in full at the February 1979 
cycle of meetings when it is hoped all consultations will have been 
completed and the new proposals in whatever form can be submitted 
to the Authority for formal approval and submission to MAFF. In 
the meantime MAFF have been asked to take no further act ion on the 
proposals at present before them.
P2/B1 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978 
SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
1 . I t  w i l l  be  h e l p f u l  f o r  members t o  have  t h e i r  i n d iv i d u a l  c o p ie s  o f  
t h i s  r e p o r t  on Salmon P ro p a g a t io n  in  E ng land  and W ales w hich was 
d i s t r i b u t e d  on 6 th  J u l y ,  1978 w ith  them a t  th e  m e e tin g .
2 . T he  R e g io n a l  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  h a s  s i n c e  c o m p i le d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
r e p o r t  w hich sum m arises th e  NWC r e p o r t ,  and w hich  was s u b m it te d  t o  th e  
L o c a l C om m ittees a t  th e  O c to b e r round  o f  m e e tin g s .
3 . i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  g row ing  c o n c e rn  among f i s h e r i e s  m anagers a b o u t th e  
a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  an y  t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t  r e s u l t i n g  fro m  a r t i f i c i a l  
p r o p a g a t io n  a s  a  means o f  m a in ta in in g  and in c r e a s in g  salm on s to c k s ,  
a W orking P a r ty  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  fo rm e r A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R iv e r  
A u t h o r i t i e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  s i t u a t i o n .
4 . The te rm s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  th e  s tu d y  w ere :
" ( i )  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  p a s t  u se  o f  salm on h a t c h e r i e s  and r e a r in g  
s t a t i o n s  in  E ng land  and W ales;
( i i )  t o  rev ie w  th e  p u b l is h e d  l i t e r a t u r e ;  and
( i i i )  t o  com m ent o n  t h e  f u t u r e  r o l e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  p r o p a g a t i o n  
in  s u b se q u e n t a t te m p ts  t o  m a in ta in  and in c r e a s e  th e  abundance 
o f  salm on s t o c k s . "
5 . T h is  s tu d y  h a s  c o n tin u e d  s in c e  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  under th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  
th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il  and th e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orking P a r ty  
was p u b l is h e d  in  May 1978. The r e p o r t  c o v e rs  m a t te r s  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  
th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  F i s h e r i e s  D ep artm en t o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  and th e  
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r ' s  comm ents a r e  s e t  o u t  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
p a ra g ra p h s  f o r  in fo rm a t io n  and d i s c u s s io n  by m em bers.
6 .  The W orking P a r ty  c o n s i s t e d  o f  se v e n  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  fo rm er R iv e r  
A u thor i t i e s  who had  w ide e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  h a tc h e r i e s  f o r  
th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  j u v e n i l e  salm on in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  s o - c a l l e d  'sa lm o n  
im provem ent w o r k '.  I n d iv id u a l s  from  o th e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  -  n o ta b ly  th e  
p a s t  C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  -  w ere  in v o lv e d  in  v a ry in g  d e g re e ,  
M r. L i d d e l l  b e in g  a t  th e  tim e  C hairm an  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R iv e r  
A u t h o r i t i e s .
7 . The R e p o rt i s  a t  p a in s  t o  e m p h a s ise  tw o a s p e c t s  o f  salm on p ro p a g a t io n  
in  E n g lan d  and W ales , f i r s t l y  t h e  s m a ll  s c a le  on w hich  i t  h a s  been  
c a r r i e d  o u t  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  s c a l e  o f  n a t u r a l  sp aw n in g , and se c o n d ly  
th e  la c k  o f  any a p p r e c ia b le  and p r o p e r ly  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  e v id e n c e  o f  
b e n e f i t  t o  salm on  s to c k s  in  r i v e r s  w here p ro p a g a t io n  work h a s  been  in  
p r o g r e s s ,  o f t e n  f o r  a c o n s id e r a b le  number o f  y e a r s .  I t  a l s o  sounds a
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note of caution (3.2.3) regarding the widespread practice of importing 
ova from outside the catchment into which the ova themselves, or the 
fry, parr or smolts derived from them, are to be placed.
8 The Report deals with the whole question of salmon propagation under 
two main heads - indirect methods and direct methods. 'Indirect' 
methods cover various activities designed to improve the scope 
for natural spawning, the success of natural spawning and the sur­
vival of fry thus produced up to the migrating smolt stage. It is 
emphasised that natural spawning in suitable gravel is by no means 
the inefficient process which it was for long considered to be, 
but that changes in the environment of spawning waters (which are 
not necessarily irreversible) can markedly reduce its efficiency. 
'Direct' methods cover the whole range of activities which are associ­
ated with hatchery work - collection and stripping of broodstock, 
planting of ova, fry, parr or smolts, and rearing on of fry under 
'natural' conditions in still water.
9. Probably the greatest problem in relation to the propagation work is 
the monitoring of the success - or otherwise - of any scheme in terms 
of the resulting increase in the numbers of adult fish so produced. 
Theoretically, if a beck is being used to allow fry or parr to grow on 
naturally, one has only to trap the migrating smolts and to count them 
and mark them in some suitable manner to have the basis for an assess­
ment of the proportion of smolts which ultimately return as adult 
fish. In practice, of course, traps are overtopped or even washed 
away by floods; tagging techniques are suspect in terms of the damage 
done to what is, after all, a remarkably fragile little fish; freeze- 
branding (probably the least objectionable means of marking smolts) 
leaves a mark which may not be noticeable to the untrained eye by the 
time the fish returns after an absence of a year or more. Further, in 
many cases it is not possible to be certain that all the smolts 
trapped on a given beck are the product of artificial implantation. 
Allegedly 'inaccessible' becks have, on occasion, been found to 
contain runs of adult fish in most improbable areas. All in all, 
stocking with pre-marked smolts probably offers the most reliable 
basis from which to assess returns of adults, but without the ability 
to trap the entire runs into a river, it is all too easy, when relying 
on observation by netsmen or anglers, to detect only a proportion of 
any marked adults which may return.
10. The role of a hatchery and rearing unit, as seen by the working Party, 
is well summed up on page 49 of the Report, and it is this aspect 
which is considered to be important in the area of the North West 
Water Author ity. In a number of areas the number of spawning adults, 
subsequent to the onset of UDN, has been well below that which, so far 
as could be determined, prevailed prior to UDN. Along with this 
situation has gone the fact that much of the upper spawning grounds 
have been little used, or even not used at all. This has been par­
ticularly evident on the Lune where, in recent years, very small 
numbers of fish have been found to spawn upstream of Broadraine Weir. 
Prior to UDN numerous fish penetrated to areas upstream of Tebay and 
into tributary becks in that area. With the evident decline of stocks 
on many rivers, the use of hatchery produced fry to stock these areas, 
and even to stock waters where the substrate is unsuitable for depos­
ition of ova, represents a means of compensating for lack of natural 
spawning. Again, on the Ribble, Hodder and Wyre it has been demon­
strated that siltation of redds was effectively killing off ova which
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were planted artificially or deposited by naturally-spawning adults. 
Here again artificially produced fry can form a substitute.
11. One of the most sobering things about this Report is the way in which 
it demonstrates clearly how little is really known about the worth of 
art if icial propagation.
12. It is clear, therefore, that artificial propagation of migratory 
salmonids is not the certain road to success in augmentation of stocks 
in a river. It is a tool - one of many - available to the fishery 
manager, to be used in particular circumstances where other methods 
are ineffective or inadequate, or where there are areas of under­
utilisation (or of no utilisation at all) of potential fry rearing 
areas on nursery becks which can be brought into use by stocking with 
hatchery produced fry or older juvenile fish.
13. It will be necessary, in the light of the Report's findings, to review 
current programmes of hatchery work and stocking, and to decide which 
of these can be considered to be making a worthwhile contribution 
to improvement of stocks. This, in turn, will involve increased 
monitoring work on nursery becks in an attempt to assess the yield of 
stocking. Overall, hatchery work today tends to be restricted by the 
limited availability of ova from most rivers. Provided that there are 
no natural constraints (such as siltation) on successful natural 
spawning, in such conditions it may well be more beneficial to allow 
this and subsequent development to take place, and to reserve the 
limited supplies of ova for use on waters where natural spawning is 
known to be subject to hazards, or on waters where conditions are 
favourable, but where no natural spawning occurs.
14. One other situation in which removal and stripping of spawners is 
justified is where they are present in such numbers that serious 
overcutting of redds is occurring. So far as salmon are concerned, 
this has not been a problem for a number of years, but it does occur 
locally, in some of the smaller becks, with sea trout.
15. When this matter was discussed by the Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee 
on 24th October 1978 (Minute No. 5) that Committee recommended as 
follows:
"That for a period of five years no fish from the Rivers Leven 
and Crake and their tributaries be stripped, no stock from 
elsewhere be introduced to those rivers, other than the 10,000 
freeze-branded smolts each year to the River Leven, always 
providing that this proved feasible in the light of possible 
emergencies."
F2/A24 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978 
KEEP NETS
1 T h is  r e p o r t  was s u b m it te d  t o  t h e  L o c a l C om m ittees a t  th e  O c to b e r 
round  o f  m e e tin g s . The r e s p e c t i v e  recom m endations o f  th e  C om m ittees 
on  t h e  r e p o r t  a r e  c o n ta in e d  in  t h e i r  M in u te s  and members w i l l  have 
n o te d  t h a t  th e s e  a r e  in  a g reem en t a s  f o l lo w s .
"T hat th e  A u th o r i ty  m a in ta in  th e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  minimum le n g th  
o f  2 m e tre s  f o r  a l l  keep  n e t s " .
2 . F o r many y e a r s  th e  minimum p e r m is s ib le  d im e n s io n s  o f  k e e p -n e ts  -  
, w here s p e c i f i e d  -  have  b een  em bodied in  l o c a l  F i s h e r i e s  Byelaw s and
t h e r e  h a s  been  no c o n s is t e n c y  betw een  re q u ir e m e n ts  in  th e  a r e a s  o f
-  d i f f e r e n t  A u t h o r i t i e s .  A tte m p ts  have  been  made from  tim e  t o  tim e  by 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A n g le r s  an d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  A n g l e r s ' 
C o u n c il  t o  a c h ie v e  a  u n ifo rm  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w hole o f  
E n g lan d  and W ales b u t  th e s e  have  a lw a y s  been  u n s u c c e s s f u l .
3 . On 1 5 th  A ugust 1978, a  m ee tin g  was h e ld  in  London u n d er th e  a u s p ic e s  
o f  t h e  A n g l in g  T r a d e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( t h e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  F is h in g  T a c k le  M a n u fa c tu re rs )  w hich  was a t te n d e d  by 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s i x  W ater A u t h o r i t i e s  w i th  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r e s t s  
in  c o a r s e  f i s h e r i e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  n e t  t r a d e  and th e  
N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A n g le r s .  The aim  was t o  a t te m p t  t o  a g re e  a  
u n ifo rm  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  f o r  k e e p -n e t  d im e n s io n s  w hich  w ould be a c c e p t ­
a b le  t o  a l l  W ater A u t h o r i t i e s .  D im ensions w ere  a g re e d  w hich c o v e re d  
l e n g th ,  d ia m e te r  o f  r in g s  (b o th  c i r c u l a r  and  r e c t a n g u la r )  sp a c in g  o f  
r i n g s ,  mesh s i z e ,  and th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  t o t a l  s u r f a c e  a re a  o f  th e  
n e t  r e p r e s e n te d  by th e  a p e r t u r e s  ( t h i s  b e in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p l i c a b le  
t o  'm ic ro m e sh ' k n o t l e s s  n e t t i n g ) . I t  was f u r t h e r  a g re e d  t h a t  i t  was 
d e s i r a b l e  t o  p h a se  o u t  th e  o ld - f a s h io n e d  k n o t te d  n e t t i n g .
4 . The d im e n s io n s  a g re e d  a t  th e  m ee tin g  d i f f e r  s l i g h t l y ,  in  some in s t a n ­
c e s ,  from  th o s e  l a i d  down in  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  F i s h e r y  Byelaw No. 16, 
a s  shown in  t h e  summary a t  th e  end o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .  B o th  th e  Chairm an 
o f  t h e  R e g io n a l  F i s h e r i e s  C o m m itte e  a n d  t h e  R e g io n a l  F i s h e r i e s  
O f f i c e r  c o n s id e r  t h a t  i t  w ould  be  u s e f u l  t o  a c h ie v e  u n ifo rm ity  o f  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  As t h i s  q u e s t io n  was due  t o  be c o n s id e r e d  a t  a  m ee tin g  
o f  th e  F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il  
on  4 th  O c to b e r  t h e  p r o p o s a ls  a g re e d  a t  t h e  AT A m e e tin g  w ere p u t  t o  a 
m e e tin g  o f  C hairm en o f  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittees a t  L a n c a s te r  on 2 1 s t  
S e p tem b e r, when i t  was a g re e d  t o  recommend t o  th e  W ater A u th o r i ty  t h a t  
th e  n e c e s s a ry  c h a n g es  in  B yelaw  16 sh o u ld  be p u t  in  h an d , s u b je c t  t o  
t h e r e  b e in g  a g reem en t by o th e r  W ater A u t h o r i t i e s  a t  th e  NWC m ee tin g  on 
4 th  O c to b e r  f o r  s im i l a r  a c t  io n  and s u b je c t  t o  a  s t r o n g  recom m endation  
t h a t  a  minimum le n g th  o f  2 m e t r e s ,  in  p la c e  o f  1 .5  m e tre s  sh o u ld  be  
s t i p u l a t e d .
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5 . Summmary o f  p ro p o se d  recom m endations and e x i s t i n g  B yelaw  p r o v is io n s :
D im ensions recommended a t  
m e e tin g  on 16 th  A ugust
L e n g th :
N ot l e s s  th a n  1 .5  m e tre s
D ia m e te r :
N ot l e s s  th a n  350mm i f  
c i r c u l a r  o r  l e s s  th a n  350mm 
by 300mm i f  r e c ta n g u la r
S p a c in g  o f  R in g s:
N ot more th a n  300mm a p a r t  
( I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  t o  
s p e c i f y  a  minimum d i s t a n c e  
a p a r t . )
Mesh S iz e :
Minimum o f  6mm and maximum 
o f  25mm c ir c u m fe re n c e .
Type o f  C o n s t r u c t io n :
A l l  n e t s  sh o u ld  be o f  
k n o t le s s  m a t e r i a l  and u se  
o f  o ld - ty p e  k n o t te d  n e t s  
s h o u ld  be banned ( k n o t l e s s  
m a t e r i a l  i s  c o n s id e r e d  t o  
much l e s s  dam aging t o  f i s h )
D im en sio n s a t  p r e s e n t  s t i p u l a t e d  
in  Byelaw  No. 16
L e n g th :
Not l e s s  th a n  1 .5  m e tre s
D ia m e te r :
W ith r in g s  n o t l e s s  th a n  
380mm in  d ia m e te r  o r  l e s s  
th a n  355mm by 255mm i f  
r e c t a n g u l a r .
S p a c in g  o f  R in g s :
N ot l e s s  th a n  300mm a p a r t  
e x c lu d in g  th e  to p  r in g .
Mesh S iz e :
Maximum o f  16mm m easured  
d ia g o n a l ly  from  k n o t t o  k n o t 
when s t r e t c h e d  and w e t. 
'M ic ro m esh 1 n e t s  a re  p e rm i t te d  
and th e  w id th  o f  mesh s h a l l  
n o t  ex c ee d  8mm when w et b u t 
u n s t r e tc h e d .
Type o f  C o n s t ru c t io n
Not s p e c i f i e d  a lth o u g h  th e  
p ro c e d u re  f o r  m easu rin g  mesh 
s i z e  i n f e r s  t h a t  k n o t te d  n e t s  
a r e  p e r m is s ib le .
8 .
I t  i s  a l s o  recommended u n d e r th e  new p r o p o s a ls  t h a t  th e  le n g th  o f  n e t  
s h o u ld  be m easured  by h o ld in g  th e  n e t  up by th e  b o tto m  r in g  ( th e  
s m a l l  m e ta l  r in g  a t  th e  ap ex  o f  th e  n e t)  when w et and m easu rin g  from  
t h e r e  t o  th e  to p  s u p p o r t in g  r in g  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  n e t .  Mesh s h o u ld  
be  m easu red  when w et by u s in g  a s p e c i a l  t a p e r e d  p ro b e  ( s im i la r  in  
d e s ig n  t o  a  w edding r in g  gauge) w hich th e  A n g lin g  T ra d e  A s s o c ia t io n  
p ro p o se  t o  d e v e lo p .
On 4 th  O c to b e r , 1978, th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  a t te n d e d  a t  
th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee o f  th e  N a t io n a l  W ater 
C o u n c il  w here ag reem en t was re a c h e d  on  a l l  keep  n e t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
e x c e p t  t h a t  o f  minimum l e n g th ;  The N o rth  W est and Y o rk sh ire  W ater 
A u t h o r i t i e s  w ere in  f a v o u r  o f  a minimum le n g th  o f  2 m e tre s  w h i l s t  a l l  
o th e r  W ater A u t h o r i t i e s  fa v o u re d  1 .5  m e t r e s ,  i t  was however hoped t o  
r e s o lv e  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a t  th e  n e x t  NWC F is h e r y  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee  m e e tin g .
I n  v iew  o f  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o u t l i n e d  above th e  C om m ittee a r e  a sk ed  
t o  a p p ro v e  th e  L o ca l C o m m itte e 's  recom m endations a s  d e t a i l e d  in  t h e i r  
M in u te s  and s e t  o u t  in  p a ra g ra p h  1 o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978 
FISHERIES INFORMATION PUBLICATION
P2/A30 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1 . Members w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee i t  
was r e s o lv e d  t h a t  th e  v iew s o f  th e  L o c a l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees be  so u g h t 
a t  th e  O c to b e r  m e e tin g s  on p r a c t i c a l  m ethods f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a n g lin g  in fo r m a t io n  n e w sh e e ts  th ro u g h o u t  th e  r e g io n  (M inute No. 18 , 
1 3 th  J u l y ,  1 9 7 8 ).
2 . T h is  m a t te r  h a v in g  been  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h a t  round  o f  m e e tin g s  by th e  
L o c a l C o m m ittee s , th e  L une, Wyre and F u rn e s s  C om m ittee f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  
members s h o u ld  h o ld  d i s c u s s io n s  w i th  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  A s s o c ia t io n s  
b e fo r e  fo rm u la t in g  t h e i r  recom m endations w h i l s t  t h e  M ersey and Weaver 
C om m ittee a g re e d  t h a t  Mr. J .A . S h an ah an , one o f  t h e i r  m em bers, w ould 
l i a i s e  w ith  th e  s t a f f  o f  th e  A u tho r i t y 1s  P u b l ic  In fo r m a t io n  U n i t  o v e r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  m ethods in  th e  s o u th e r n  r e g io n .
3 . The recom m endations o f  th e  S o u th  and W est C um berland ,E den  and  D i s t r i c t  
and S o u th  L a n c a s h i re  C om m ittees a r e  c o n ta in e d  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  
M in u te s  and a r e  in  ag reem en t a s  fo l lo w s :
" C o p ie s  o f  t h e  n e w s h e e ts  b e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  a l l  t a c k l e  d e a l e r s  
w i th in  th e  r e g io n  and t h a t  th e y  be r e q u e s te d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  th e s e  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  c u s to m e rs  i n i t i a l l y  upon t h e i r  p u rc h a s e  o f  
a f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e . "
f
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978
STOCKS RESERVOIR -  PUBLIC ACCESS, 
ANGLING AND NATURE CONSERVATION
F2/B6 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1 . A t t h e  m e e t in g  o n  2 4 th  J u l y ,  1 9 7 8 , (M in u te  N o . 1 0 ( b ) ) t h e  W a te r  
M anagement C om m ittee h a v in g  g iv e n  c o n s id e r a t io n  t o  th e  recom m endations 
made a t  t h e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  p u b l ic  
a c c e s s ,  a n g lin g  and n a tu r e  c o n s e r v a t io n  a t  S to c k s  R e s e r v o i r ,  r e s o lv e d  
t h a t  t h e  R e c r e a t i o n  S u b -C o m m itte e  b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  
recom m endation .
2 . T h is  m a t te r  i s  due t o  be c o n s id e r e d  by th e  R e c r e a t io n  Sub-C om m ittee a t  
a S p e c ia l  M eetin g  t o  be h e ld  on 2 7 th  N ovem ber, 1978 , i n s u f f i c i e n t  t im e  
b e in g  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  Sub-C om m ittee t o  d e a l  f u l l y  w ith  th e  ite m  a t  
th e  m e e tin g  on  3 0 th  O c to b e r , 1978.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
13TH NOVEMBER 1978 
WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
F1/B4 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. At th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  Lune, Wyre and F u rn e s s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee on 3 rd  
J u l y ,  1978 c o n c e rn  was e x p re s s e d  a t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an a p p l i c a t i o n  
f o r  an  O rd er t o  re d u c e  th e  r e s i d u a l  f lo w  in  th e  R iv e r  Duddon under 
S e c t  io n  1 o f  th e  D rough t A ct 1976, and th e  C om m ittee  recommended:
" T h a t  t h e  W a te r  M anagem en t C o m m itte e  b e  in fo r m e d  t h a t  t h i s  
C om m ittee  v iew  w ith  c o n c e rn  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an  e v e r  in c r e a s in g  
num ber o f  r i v e r s  i n  t h e  C o m m it te e 's  a r e a  a r e  l i a b l e ,  u n d e r   
e x tre m e  w e a th e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t o  have  t h e i r  1 im ite d  r e s o u r c e s  
r e d u c e d  e v e n  f u r t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  n o  a d e q u a t e  s t o r a g e  
c a p a c i ty  t o  r e t a i n  th e  am ple s u p p l i e s  o f  w a te r  a v a i l a b l e  in  
w i n t e r . "
2 . F o llo w in g  c o n s id e r a t io n  a t  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee , (M inute 
No. 4E) t h i s  recom m endation  was r e p o r te d  t o  th e  W ater Management 
C om m ittee on  2 4 th  J u ly  1978, who n o te d  th e  r e p o r t  and r e s o lv e d  t h a t  
t h i s  C om m ittee and th e  L une, Wyre and F u rn e s s  F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee be  a c q u a in te d  w ith  t h e  s t e p s  b e in g  ta k e n  by th e  A u th o r i ty  
r e g a rd in g  th e  lo n g - te rm  s t r a t e g y  f o r  im provem ent o f  w a te r  s to r a g e  
f a c i l i t i e s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  w as s u b m i t t e d  t o  
th e  L o c a l C om m ittee on 2 4 th  O c to b e r .
"On 2 5 th  S e p tem b e r, 1978 th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee recommended 
t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  w a te r  s u p p ly  n e e d s  o f  S ou th  W est C um bria sh o u ld  be met 
by th e  p r o v is io n  o f  a  p i p e l i n e  c o n n e c t  io n  from  th e  H aw esw ater A q u ed u c t, 
n e a r  K e n d a l ,  t o  B a r ro w . T h e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  t h i s  sch em e w i l l  
p ro v id e  much needed  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p l i e s  f o r  S o u th  W est C um bria and 
w i l l  e n s u r e  a  s u r p lu s  o f  s u p p l i e s  in  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  r e g io n  f o r  many 
y e a r s .  The C om m ittee sh o u ld  be a w a re , how ever, t h a t  i t  w i l l  ta k e  
t h r e e  o r  fo u r  y e a r s  t o  d e s ig n  and c o n s t r u c t  th e  n e c e s s a ry  w o rk s , and 
a l s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s , '  d r o u g h t  o r d e r  
p ro c e d u re s  m ig h t have  t o  be im p lem en ted .
The c o n n e c t  io n  o f  S ou th  W est C um bria t o  th e  r e g io n a l  a q u e d u c t sy stem  
w i l l  l e a d  t o  in c r e a s e d  dem ands on  r e g io n a l  s o u r c e s ,  b u t  fo llo w in g  
c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  Shap A q u e d u c t, L a n c a s h ire  C o n ju n c tiv e  Use and B re n ig  
schem es t h e r e  w i l l  be a s u r p lu s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s u p p l i e s  o v e r  demand in  
 th e  r e g io n  a s  a  w h o le , and th e  l a t e s t  p r e f e r r e d  demand f o r e c a s t s  show
t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  s u r p lu s  m ig h t c o n t in u e  i n t o  th e  n e x t  c e n tu r y .
N e v e r th e le s s  even  though  th e  p r e s e n t  demand f o r e c a s t s  s u g g e s t  a s t a t e  
o f  s u r p l u s  o f  s u p p l i e s  f o r  many y e a r s  t o  com e, th e  A u th o r i ty  a re  
a c t i v e l y  p u r s u in g  th e  q u e s t  io n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  so  t h a t  
th e y  m ig h t be  f u l l y  in fo rm ed  on  a l t e r n a t i v e  o p t  i o n s . The C o n s u l ta n t s ' 
r e p o r t s  on v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  r e g io n a l  s t u d i e s  a r e  n e a r ly  com ple­
t e d  and f o l lo w in g  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  th e  s t r u c t u r e  p la n n in g  a u t h o r i t i e s  
and o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  and a f f e c t e d  b o d ie s  in  th e  r e g io n ,  th e  A u th o r i ty  
w i l l  re v ie w  th e  r e g io n a l  w a te r  r e s o u r c e  s i t u a t i o n . "
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3QTH NOVEMBER, 1978
EXCUSAL FROM LICENSING 
SALMON & FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975 
SECTION 25 C l )
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
The current excusal from the licensing system for fishing for 
freshwater fish and eels by rod and line on waters not exceeding 
a surface area of one hectare (2.47 acres) terminates on 31st 
December 1978.
In March 1978 the Authority authorised an application to be 
made to MAFF for a continuation of the exemption which has now been 
granted in the following terms:-
"The North West Water Authority is excused from regulating, 
by means of a licensing system, fishing for freshwater fish 
and eels by rod and line in,any pond or other water within 
their fisheries boundaries, having a surface area of not 
more than one hectare (2.47 acres) and not connecting or 
communicating with any river. This excusal is given under 
the provisions of section 25(1) of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1975 and is subject to revocation at any time, 
at the Minister's discretion."
The currant excusal was granted for a fixed term of three years 
from 1st January 1976, whereas the new excusal remains in force until 
revoked by the Minister. This is unlikely to occur unless the Authority 
so request and it will not be necessary to renew the application.
